Group warns PEL could become home of ‘Frankenfish

Coocern is being cast over
the growing possibility
that genetically modified
salmon eggs will be pro-
duced in RE.L.

The 115, Foed and Drug
Administration (FDA) is
considering approval of
Aquadvantage” Atlantle
salmon eggs. _

These eggs include a
gene from the Chinook
salmon that provides the
fish with the potential to
grow to market size in half
the time of conventional
salmon. This fish would he
the first food from a trans-
genic animal application
apptoved by the FDA.

The FDA releaszed a pre-
liminar;,f conclusion of
safety in September 2010
revealing that the U.S.
company  AquaBounty
Technologies plans to pro-
duce sll its GM salmon
eggs in PEL and ship the
eggs to Panzama for grow-
out and processing.

AguaBounty Technologies
Iz a biotechnelogy compa-
ny focusing on impraving
preductivity in commer-
cial aquaculture — a $100
billion industry and the
fastest growing segment
of the worldwide food
industry.

Leo Broderick of the
Council of Canadizns
points cut the company
hags not asked for
approval to grow the
{3M fish in the U.5. He
says If the FDA
approves the GM
Atlantic salmon for
buman consumption,
it will de 8o based on
the company's specif-

i plan to preduce the
GM figh aggw in PE.L

*The local Council
of Cansdians |8 once
agsin cafling on the
REI. ment to
intervene, Broderick
said tn a statement
Tuesday. "RE.]. could

become the home of the
First global Frankenfish.

The Council of Canadi-
ans is wrging the province
to conduct a full environ-
mental review of the
AquaBounty facility and
genetically  epgineered
salman.

Broderick adds  the
campaign to raise public
awareness of the dangers

o human health Sy the
anvironment  of 4
saimon will be hald %
ublic meetings across
Atlantlc Canada begin-
ping in Charlottetown on
Moenday, Oct. 24,

Island Green Party
leader Sharen Lahchuk
says AquaBounty has out-
sourced environmental
risk to PEL




